4 ASSEMBLING IN SOLIDARITY

There were so many different people, from different backgrounds.
There were so many from ethnic minority groups. It was maomn. to
see everybody, sitting there together with one mind, with one idea.
You don’t get that all the time ... I felt good about the evening .

- because I found myself thinking, “What did I just come from? Ccm
came from something that could be part of history. I was running
on adrenalin!

Tony, parishioner at Our Lady and St George’s parish

Some people don’t quite ‘get’ London Q.mmmum until they mﬂwun one oﬂ”
big public assemblies. Before they arrive, they’ re not e.:ﬂm sure %Zo.
they’ve agreed to. Even the word a&mﬁ_@\ is unfamiliar. A conference? om.
people speak for no more than a few minutes, and there are 1O papers
talks. A debate? No: there are no motions, m:.rocmr noummaw is moBmﬁmsmm
sought for a particular sort of action. A hustings? No. Hustings are M< ere
politicians lay out their agendas and ask us to support them, w] aRmM
politicians who come to London Citizens assemblies are asked to suppor
ouragenda. And sometimes they have to sit an.smr powerful AmmEdoEMm
by undocumented migrants, or cleaners on minimum wages, Or peop.é

burdened by unfair interest rates, which is certainly not what they would §

have planned for a hustings.

They’re also surprised to find it's not all talk. London Citizens assem-

blies include choirs, ‘Greek choruses” and drama @mn.,owﬁmnnmm. Citizen
politics is serious, but that doesn’t stop it being entertaining and fun.

Across London in most boroughs there are town halls, mostly dating

back to the nineteenth century — some of them very pretty,ina m.mc% moa_m
of way. They are where ‘the people’ used to gather to call for action or as

politicians to agree to something. But TV and the media have put paid to §

that. Nowadays, they are mostly used for weddings and corporate mocmm_..
ences. But London Citizens hires them for the older purpose — raising not

a few eyebrows in the process.
Most years, London Citizens’ chapters — East, South and West London}

— hold autumn assemblies, attended by a Eo&mn&. or so people. wc._w...
occasionally they come together to hold a London-wide assembly, wheii}

KD
the numbers double. ,‘
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Politicians who are intvited to them often ask, ‘How many will be there?’
They might be hoping for a few dozen, if they’re lucky — the kinds of
numbers MPs usually address. When they hear 2,500 people’ they fall off
their chairs. .

The word assembly comes from the Greek word ekklesia from which we
get the word ‘church’ It is a ‘civic congregation’ where people of different
faiths and none who live alongside each other express the hopes and
frustrations they share for the city, commit to working in solidarity with
each other for the common good, and hold people with power to account,
All are participants: everyone takes a role, if only to raise a hand confirm-
ing support for a decision. Like powerful liturgy, an assembly offers every
person in the room a vivid and memorable experience, one which teaches
inaction the ideals of citizen organising and in doing so moves peopletoa
new hope of moving ‘the world as it is’ towards ‘the world as it should be’

Focus on Gaudium et Spes

¢ Oneof the four major ‘constitutions’ of the Second Vatican Council,
Gaudium et Spes signalled a dramatic turning of the Church’s pasto-
ral care towards the world as a whole, after more than a century of
exclusion from public life at the hands of the secular liberal state and
atheistic totalitarianism. It famously begins with a leitmotif of its
whole message of solidarity: “The joys and the hopes, the grief and
anguish of the people of our time, especially those who are poor and

afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anguish of the follow-

ers of Christ’ (GS 1).

The document makes a new contribution to CST by grounding its

arguments on theology as well as natural law. It is the most authorita-

tive and significant document of CST, even though itis not one of the
five Rerum Novarum anniversary encyclicals.

} ¢ Gaudium et Spes makes clear that the Church is concerned with all

human struggles for a life with dignity, building the solidarity of the
human community, and with the humanisation of human work in
the face of the depersonalising forces of the market. It argues that the
disciples of Christ must be especially concerned with building up
solidarity, for human dignity can only be attained in community
with others; hence the need of an ethic of justice and equality which
is rooted in participation in community.

The document was released against the background of the civil rights
protests in the US, as well as the Cold War, and many independence
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movements i’ the developing world. It was a time of unprecedented
prosperity, and optimism about human rights. Gaudium et Spes
sought to provide a Christian framework for these movements for
change.

Whatever its purpose and scale — chapter or London-wide — London
Citizens assemblies are an opportunity for the diverse groups and com-
munities who are members of a citizens’ organisation, or who are joining,
. to pledge commitment to the whole and to recognise one another as part of
that alliance. The evening is a celebration of their unity and power; it is
designed to make us more powerful than we were. Third, it expresses the
shared vision and the values held in common, thereby teaching members
and guests alike why we work together, and for what purpose. Fourth, the
actual problems (e.g. poor wages, street crime, housing) that a citizens’
organisation is working to address through its campaigns will be intro-
duced by people who tell stories and give festimony from their own
experience. Fifth, during the evening members will try to secure public
agreements with people from the business community and in elected
office who have been invited to attend. Sixth, there will be votes, a show of
hands, and sometimes people will be asked to caucus before coming toa
decision. When it is over, the organisers and leaders involved in the
assembly’s preparation will gather for an evaluation. They will ask: what
business did we set out to do? Did we do it? Are we stronger? What could
we have done better? .

The main work is beforehand. Preparing for a tightly run 90-minute

citizens’ assembly takes many weeks and will involve dozens of people

from the diverse parishes and local organisations whose people fill the

hall on the night.

There are four chief characteristics which make a citizens” assembly §

>mmm§mlﬁ.—20 IN SOLIDARITY 73

give quotas — the teams will commit to bringing certain numbers, and
those numbers of seats will be allocated to that institution. This is s,&mﬁ
the one-to-ones pay off. An institution which has invested time in one-to-
ones already has the ‘spiritual energy’ to summon people out of thei
rowsmm. wmww_m come, because they know it’s important; because _mmmﬂ_.w.
MMO@MMMMMWMM .rmﬁ. done one-to-ones, they know it’s irnportant to the
meﬂﬁ.mos.m with strong relationships produce the best turnout. Mem.-
_um_.. organisations vary in size greatly, from small Nonconformist congre-
gations and ethnic associations to large Catholic parishes and mos wmm
Hrn quotas given reflect, obviously, these differences in size; but in n_nmn..
tice, levels of turnout rarely mirror the size of an EmmEmovbw Emn_w_um_.-

ship. Time mum again, the groups who produce the lion’s share of turnout
are those with the strongest internal relationships.

L having the politicians actually having to think about our
&:.ﬁnaam and mull them over and produce answers on the spot
without circumventing as they tend to do ... was excellent.

Mary Grisdale, St Antony’s, Forest Gate

2 Recognising the people

b After music and the reading of a reflection, a citizens’ assembly begins

M“E a Hoh-nm: of the n.me_um_. groups present. This takes time: 15, maybe
W_E:mm. For many it is the most memorable part of the cvening. As
cach representative of each member institution explains why their com-

j munity, parish or group is joining or recommitting to the alliance, it
b generates 2 feeling of excitement and joy: ordinary people — Orlmc.mbm,o.m
all ma.:oBEmmoumu alongside Muslitns and Sikhs and Jews, and people of
b no faith ~ working in solidarity for the common good generates a strong

M%nmmo?rmnéoaamm_.ﬁmro:_m_um,.Qémon.l. .
is made visible, fety —its power and its energy -

unlike any other night out.'

1 A full hall doesn’t just happen

A full hall signals commitment and passion; above all, it signals power -
the legitimacy of a citizen organisation’s claim to be representing signifi-}
cant opinion; It is much easier to persuade a politician or banker to mmm_._,.
‘yes’ if you ask them to do so on a stage in a packed town hall, with;
thousands clapping and cheering. A packed assembly instantly creates an}
atmosphere charged with possibility. ™

That’s why a lot of work goes into that turnout —meetings, phone call$}
emails and reminder text messages. Member institutions will be asked 10

rid

5 Each person has just a few seconds in turn at the podium on stage. The

M.E:oacnm their people (often asking for a cheer from the floor w.om& the .

[ wn.ozE, hand over a cheque for a year’s membership dues, and offer a vlch...

iy ord on the reasons for their participation and oo_#d._u:wnob. )

: ﬂrmﬁ.nrn@cm is important. Its size will vary, depending on the size of the
stitution, but it says two important things: first, that this is an alliance of




74 FAITHFUL CITIZENS

organisations which belongs to the organisations themselves: the organis-
ers are accountable to the institutions which make up London Citizens.
Second, the dues cheque indicates that London Citizens is independent:a
self-sustaining, autonomous civil-sector organisation. London Citizens
accepts no money from government or political parties or corporations.
Tis freedom of movement is not restricted by ties of obligation to the
holders of the power London Citizens wishes to make accountable. Lon-
don Citizens is ‘organised people and organised money’ —its own people;
its own money. .

The dues are not enough: the costs of the organisation’s salaries and
administration come mostly from charitable grants from trusts. But
charitable trusts only invest in London Citizens because they see that the
member institutions are willing to do so.

Only member institutions can join. People take part via the institution.
This is by design. Individuals, like active leaders, come and go, but the
institutions remain rooted in the local community and in the values and
vision which sustain them.

Commiunity organising begins from the premise that these institutions
— congregations, union branches, ethnic associations, tenants groups —
are the pillars of a healthy democracy. It is in them that people first
develop what Sheldon Wolin calls ‘politicalness’ — ‘our capacity for devel-
oping into beings who know and value what it means to participate in and
be responsible for the care and improvement of our common and collec-
tive life’?

3 Run by the people, for the people

That's why London Citizens’ assemblies are co-chaired by a small team of
three or four leaders from member organisations. In addition to keeping
the meeting to the evening’s agenda, their role is to maintain the engage-
ment and consent of members in the assembly hall, and to interpret and
teach from the politics of the evening, ]
The co-chairs will often be members of the advisory group of a London i
Citizens chapter —local leaders who will be involved in the preparation for
an assembly, meeting several times with their organiser to develop the §
agenda, put together a script for different sections of the evening, and “.“..
figure out how best to pin down the invited business and political guests:
Assemblies will always have a timekeeper who sits on stage with th
co-chairs. Armed with a bell, the timekeeper curbs speakers who overrun
—whether guests, members, or the co-chairs themselves. No one is exemp
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de .ﬁrm bell. An efficient, well-run assembly which starts and ends on
time is crucial to demonstrating the organisation’s competence. And it
respects the fact that in the modern city people’s time is precious. People
who come to London Citizens assemblies trust the organisers not to keep
them beyond the advertised time.

We've got to get back to our humanity. This is what we've
.H.ﬁwo&:n& ourselves to with London Citizens, Can you believe the
Roman Catholic people, the Anglican church people, and the
Muslims together? I can’t believe it! It never happens!

Roland Biosah, trade union leader

4 Power before programme

There are three basic criteria for evaluating an assembly: did we develop
leaders? Did we secure agreements which move our campaigns forward?
Did we build our power for the future? .
. Although a BBO such as London Citizens is known for its victories on
issues such as wages and housing, it is more than a vehicle for winning
campaigns. There is a community organising maxim: ‘power precedes
programme’. When people have the opportunity to grow and develop as
leaders, the power of the organisation is built. People learn in the formal
one-day, two-day and five-day trainings put on by London Citizens each
year; but the place where that learning is put into practice and absorbed is

- inaction and in the assemblies.

Great care must be taken about civic and political formation, which
is of the utmost necessity today for the population as a whole, and
especially for youth, so that all citizens can play their part in the life
of the political community. (GS 75)

.w..?n one leading the evaluation will first ask: ‘How do we feel?’ If the
iassembly has gone well, people will respond with words like ‘encouraged’

and ,F%.Wmm, — a sure sign that the assembly has been permeated with
that quality of love Pope Benedict spoke of in urging a politics of solidar-
ty. We've done a little of God’s work.

The assembly offers people memorable chances to test and msnwmmm

.:._mﬂmm?nm..m@mmﬁum on stage in front of hundreds of others — whether
givinga testimony, proposing a new campaign, or pressing a politician — is
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both bmﬁm-i_.mnwmbmmwum exhilarating. Even for those who are M.E.:.gm. in
the body of the hall, there is real appreciation that the assembly Is giving
new people a chance to be leaders in public. Part of the evaluation is to
salute those who took part, to congratulate them on taking forward E.m
agenda which makes a difference. In this way, ordinary people _amﬂ.b their
politicalness — that, with others, they can make a difference, working for
the common good of all in collaboration with others.

""You see people around you being prominent in society, making a
real difference and you think that’s great but I could never do that.
That assembly made me realise that there are stepping stones to
getting to that stage,

Kathleen, school student

The public business of an assembly — the doing of .&n&m to move cam-
paigns forward — is critical to its success or otherwise. People will have
their own judgements on this, but there is usually consensus afterwards
on whether the politicians and business leaders were handled too harshly
or too leniently — or indeed with real skill — by the co-chairs and m.a
campaign team members; and whether the expected deals were done. Did
the politician prove slippery, or did we get a firm ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to Sw&. he
was asked? What exactly did he commit to? However much mamwm.:..mcouv
and forethought goes into it, there is real czwﬂm&nﬂmdmfﬁ in a citizens
assembly — and that’s the part which gets people talking afterwards.

The kids were excited by it. They were asking the following day,
what do you think of this, what do you think of that. They had
made opinions already from such a short exposure.

Rosa, teacher at Trinity Catholic High School

Finally the one leading the evaluation will ask: ‘Are we more mmSnHm& asa :
result of this assembly?” Power is the ‘capacity to act) the ability to bring §

about change. The type of power a BBO builds is relational power, the

power generated when people peacefully connect with each other across §

social and other boundaries to build the common good.
If the room was full, we are certainly halfway there. If members spoke

with passion and with clarity, this will help. If the organisation was

recognised and respected by invited guests, and better still if these guests.

3
i
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publicly committed to agreements being sought, this too will give people
agreat sense of belonging to an organisation with power.

In Lord Acton’s famous dictum, ‘Power tends to corrupt; absolute
power corrupts absolutely’ Christians are justifiably cautious about
power. But powerlessness is equally a problem, as the American Protestant
theologian Reinhold Niebuhr understood. ‘Power without love is tyr-
anny, he once wrote; ‘but love without power is sentimentality., Martin
Luther King, in his address to the Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence (1967), showed that he too understood this: ,

Power properly understood is nothing but the ability to achieve
purpose. It is the strength required to bring about social, political
and economic change ... What is needed is a realization that power
without love is reckless and abusive, and love without power is
sentimental and anaernic. Power at its best is love implementing the
demands of justice, and justice at its best is power correcting
everything that stands against love.’

We each have God-given power. CST invites us not to deny that power but
to use it creatively and with perseverance for the common good. A
| citizens’ assembly is an attempt to live out that challenging instruction,
¢ bringing many together in solidarity, building an ‘ability to achieve pur-
. pose’ —the power to bring about change.

Let’s see how London Citizens did that at its most recent assembly —in
,“m the heart of the City of London.

| The London Citizens Autumn Assembly, 25 November 2009

¢ That night 2,000 — that’s how many the place could seat - gathered at the
f Barbican Centre in the City, London’s financial district.

The choice of venue was significant. The main business of the evening
. was to persuade politicians and bankers to agree to an agenda drawn up
ver many months, under the title, “Taking responsibility in the economic
crisis), at the centre of which was a call for a cap on interest rates. The
ipeople were assembled in the heart of the global capital to hold financial
.nwoim_. to account.

b After a music performance, two cocky young comperes, ‘Ashley J and
glee-]’ —former students of one of the member schools of TELCO — acted
45 a kind of Greek Chorus. *What is this assembly about, Tee-J?’, asks
.“m. hley. Tee-] goes over to a man in a suit at the podium, Dr Luke
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mmﬁomwm.m.mmﬂ 1t now;’ says Tee-], to applause. ‘So what are your aims?’ he
The thread running through these five proposals’ he answers Is th
need to Hnw.m_msnm the power of money, which for too Iong has mc:.vnbm» M
s&,maa we ._En and how we live, with the power of ordinary people eSHMﬁ
we're calling for tonight is responsibility from our _ums_ﬁnmvmd.a
political leaders, and the need for better structures for borrowing MMM

2

lending;

”mo s.MEx. asks Tee-], ‘is tonight so important?’

HoEmrr above other nights, is important for London Citizens’ Luk
answers. It marks the launch of a campaign we’re taking up to the Qunbm M
Election, We're calling tonight on bankers and politicians to find ¥
s&mmn they stand in relation to what we’re proposing. They might o,
.E.z.: s OK. That just cuts out for us our work, We w:ws mmm hwﬂwxaco.
MENm:m m«m, have to organise and work together for any real change NM
; Mmm.ms. e’re here to find out who our allies are, and what work we have

H._:mn the nrm:.m introduce themselves, and various sister organisati
are Eﬁoasnmn_ — from Germany, the US, and citizens’ maoz@mmmn Oxfi owm
Om.EvEmmm and Milton Keynes — and asked to stand up. Journalists, t oHa “
union leaders, funders and others who help London Citizens E,_m J \
‘ :mn._mrnmcm.n. and asked to stand and be recognised. Then the Hom-nmm mw.
| London Citizens members begins: one person from each borough ¢ m
g outthe names of the institutions Present, and there is rapturous a ; la o,
. On a screen behind, the boroughs are filled in as their EnEUmH%n e
j are called. It looks like an invading army. e
- Another chair then invites up a number of immigrant organisatio
who have taken part in the ‘Strangers into Citizens’ campaign M_Ezm mcw M

Bretherton, a parishioner at St Paul’s Church in Hammersmith. Behind
him are seated the religious leaders who will-later read together from
Scripture.
‘S0 who are you?’ Tee-] asks him.
“We are 2,000 gathered here, representing over 150 institutions, who in
turn represent over 50,000 people from across this city; Luke answers. ‘We
are people who take responsibility for ourselves, our families and the
communities where we live. And we expect others to do the same, whether
they be neighbours, bankers or politicians.
‘I like, I like, says Tee-], grinning. ‘So what is London Citizens’ response

to the economic crisis?’

Along with cultural, economic and social development, there is a
growing desire among many people to play a greater part in
organizing the life of the political community. In the conscience of

: many arises an increasing concern that the rights of minorities be
recognized, without any neglect for their duties toward the political
community. In addition, there is a steadily growing respect for men
of other opinions or other religions. At the same time, there is wider
cooperation to guarantee the actual exercise of personal rights to all
citizens, and not only to a few privileged individuals. (GS 73)

“We’ve been working with low-paid workers across London for the past |
decade getting them a living wage; said Luke. “We’ve spent time listening §
to what the impact of the recession has been on them — we’ve had a j
thousand one-to-ones and about a hundred house meetings. From that §
experience of listening to people we've formulated the proposals that §
you're going to hear tonight. And that process came together at the end of §
September when a couple of dozen people came together to draw up
those proposals. They were then voted on at delegates’” assemblies in east,
West and South London — more than 700 people in total voted on Emn.__.“
representing our 150 institutions. These proposals were not born out ofy Before the main matter of th i i .
any ideology or political programme; they were born out of listening 8._ fdone with the Mayor, Boris Ho_wnmumwmwmmmmwwmﬁwﬂwgm _U:HwSOmm o be
ordinary people, and working together for the common good. 4 : outh London, recalls the 2008 London Citizens ma “Mm, ) mmmmﬂ from
“Tee-J, you're looking a bit confused, says Ashiey. ‘Let me break it moin._ the four mayoral candidates were asked to sign u v”8 mmmmﬁn_? s&ns
for you east-end, like. Basically, people here tonight are putting their trusk included regularisation of undocumented Emmamnﬂwg%ﬁw mmﬂm " which
back in democracy, getting people together to decide what they want [ To the amazement of the media, Boris agreed to both . M_Mm wage.
happen, and putting them back to the people, what have the power & had 2 warm relationship with London Citizens, He had vummb o
change these things! jhe 2008 assembly, admitting on stage that ﬂEm. was the BMM%M“.MMMHM
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and terrifying’ gathering of his election campaign. w_.: tonight, after
more than a year and many meetings with woumob A.u_znnbm Hmmn_maﬁw
including an event the week before when he declared Oﬁ, Hall the 200

Safe Haven — he is on bullish form, oozing charm and wit. He nObm_.mﬁ.p-
lates London Citizens for the ‘brilliant way, and may I say ruthless way, in
which you bend us politicians to your will, and you mmﬁ us to deliver %_n
the good things that we both believe in. He promises to Hoow, at the
Community Land Trust proposal and lists recent achievements —"at your

urging and your inspiration’ - including his advocacy of CitySafe havens

— and the London Living Wage (LLW), which the ?3.8.5 summer he
had set at £7.60 an hour (compared to the national minimum wage of
£5.80), congratulating the many companies — PwC, KPMG, _.EEEWH.M
Barclays Bank — who are ‘supporting a measure that makes ?.mnﬂnm
business sense; it not only helps to knit the loyaity of your staff an

thereby to save on your employment costs, it is, of course, the compas-

sionate thing to do.”

The London Citizens Mayoral Aaccountability
Assembly, 9 April 2008

Looking out over the crowd at the London Q.n.wmwm ."3&\3&
accouniability assembly’ on the evening of 9 April, it was clear that
an extraordinary event was taking place. 5&3&:&&.0@:@& Hall
was packed to the rafters — 2,500 people in all, throbbing with
energy and self-confidence as the roll of over a hundred y
organisations that make up the membership of London Qu.mma
was called out. People of all ages and backgrounds, from b.wanw
communities, schools, union branches, residents’ associations,
voluntary groups and ethnic organisations stood and cheered as
their organisations’ names were called out,

was quite the opposite of a traditional hustings at which it is the
candidates and their parties that set the agenda, At the
accountability assembly, London Citizens demanded that &R ;
candidates respond to their priorities. ‘If the mayoral San.s‘n.ﬁ. .ﬂ
want our votes on 1 May, they have to prove their ssw% .3‘ a_wnim.ﬂ
up to our agenda and implementing it when in &mm.nm. said Sarfraz §
Jeraj, one of the assembly co-chairs and a community leader from
South London.

The event had been billed by many in the press as a hustings but it
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One of the criticisms sometimes levelled at London Citizens is that
it has only a veneer of democracy. ‘T've noticed,’ says Jane Holgate, a
long-time observer of the organisation, ‘that trade unionists who
have attended London Citizens assemblies for the first time — and
who are not members ~ are alarmed that there is no debate, no
motions, no amendments and no speeches from the floor, so they
conclude that it is undemocratic’

The assemblies are indeed staged, but that is because they are not
decision-making bodies. Assemblies are showcases of work done and
planned and an opportunity to present a united front to public
figures who are being called to account on behalf of the
communities in the room. The real voting and democratic
decision-making takes place at dozens of smaller meetings, in
borough caticuses, action teams, strategy groups, delegate
assemblies, trustees and within the communities that make up
London Citizens.

The mayoral assembly is a case in point. For six months, London
Citizens members had been engaged in a listening campaign’
holding meetings in school canteens, church halls and neighbours’
front rooms to discuss the issues that mattered most to them.
Member institutions were asked to find ways to encourage as many
people as possible to answer the simple question, “What would you

like the next mayor of London to do Jor you and your family and
neighbourhood?

London Citizens provided workshops, questionnaires and a DVD to
help the groups organise their discussions, but communities were
given a free hand to run their listening campaigns as they felt best,
At St Margaret’s church in Canning Town, Jor example, a team of
ten women each pledged to speak to ten other parishioners, as well

as going round io all the small gatherings where church members
normally came together.

To busld their confidence, people at St Margaret’s were asked what
changes they wanted to see in the parish, as well as the wider city.
They understood that all of the issues raised would be pursued at
one level or another, even if they did not get prioritised for the
mayoral assembly. So besides engaging people in the wider political
process, the listening campaign created openings for people to
participate more actively in their own communities,
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Around 50,000 people ultimately took part in the listening
campaign. Hundreds of ideas came from the grassroots, with the
most popular proposals being debated and voted on by a city-wide
delegates’ assembly. Out of that process came the Citizens Agenda,
which candidates were asked to sign up 10, including measures to
make London a safer, fairer, better-housed and more welcoming
city.

And sign up they did. With some minor caveats on detail, the
candidates agreed to all of London Citizens’ proposals — including
support for the regularisation of migrant workers, which is not the
party policy of either the Tories or Labour. Perhaps London
Citizens’ ability to push candidates beyond the usual party policies
was a reflection of the power gathered in the room that night, and
the growing influence of London Citizens generally. It is a power
that derives from their very different way of doing politics.

.anﬂnm and travelling in London is expensive, and if you're on a low
wage it’s proportionately more expensive, Oonagh Harpur of Linklaters
told the assembly. “This is the right thing to do

Next up is Cllr Lutfur Rahman, leader of Tower Hamlets Council, who '
says all his full-time and agency staff are on the LLIW. ‘When I was growing
up, my father’s generation did several jobs to make ends meet, and itisa
travesty that in modern London people are still earning poverty wages, he
says.

A photoshoot follows, with the Mayor presenting LLW awards to the
employers. The City Parochial Foundation announces a £700,000 award
to London Citizens to fund the expansion of the LLW over the next four
years. ‘For us that money is well spent, says the Foundation’s chair.

Then comes the tension.

Steve, a cleaner who works for the Corporation of London, describes
how he earns £6.76 an hour before deductions, and how he and his fellow
workers need to work extra hours after a nine-hour shift to pay for the
costs of bringing up children.

Cllr Mark Boleat, of the Corporation of Houmos. is invited onto the
stage.‘Because we are neighbours and share the same economic crisis, the
chair, Junaid Ahmed, tells him, ‘will you join hands with Tower mmzw_ma
._ Council and the finance houses we have met here tonight, and make the
. City of London a living-wage employer?’

1 Boleat looks uncomfortable. He responds that all those employed
. directly by the Corporation are paid at least the LLW, but this was not Em
f cose with agency and contracted staff —‘in common with all local authori-
ties, bar one or two’. But he promises to review his procurement contracts
fand to work with London Citizens. A relationship is forged. .
: It is less than a commitment to the LLW, but a remarkable step forward:
Boleat had reacted angrily to London Citizens. leaders when they mﬁ»
pproached him, rejecting the very principle of the LLW. Now, at least, he
is agreeing to review it—under pressure from the size of the audience, and s
from the knowledge that one of the poorest boroughs in London (Tower
mmnnm@ pays the LLW, but not the world’s wealthiest local authority. By
ppearing on stage and making that promise, he has recognised London
.n_Emsm and is making himself accountable to it. It has been by such steps
i converting angry refusals into public commitments to a relationship —

.Eﬁ H.rm London Citizens LLW campaign has put lifted more than 5,000
orking families out of poverty.

Deborah Littman®

The Mayor then praises the Strangers into Citizens earned ampesty |
proposal which he has championed since London Citizens persuaded }
him of it before the mayoral election in 2008.4 “We have led the way), he
said to applause, ‘in proposing an earned amnesty for people who have
been here for a long time, in this city, because 1 believe if they have been
here for a long time and if they can show they are good citizens and loyal j
to this countryand its institutions, we should enable them to express their ]
loyalty and their love; and number two, because it makes simple eco- ,.
nomic sense for them to enter the system and pay their taxes like every- |
body else. And that is why Tam working with my colleagues and with my
political opponents we are championing the earned amnesty, and
believe it deserves wider national consideration.

Boris then warns bankers thinking of ‘hauling down great stonkin
bonuses’ at Christmas to remember Ebenezer Scrooge, ‘who lent money;
at usurious rates to the subprime sector of Victorian London’ and whoy
achieved redemption by giving away his money to those who neededt. |

The Mayor having recommitted to working with London Citizens, the
‘economic responsibility’ agenda begins with leading representatives of§
employers in London taking the podium to praise the LIW. Barclaysy
KPMG, PwC and Linldaters are enthusiastic about its business and moral
benefits. They salute London Citizens, and explain how they had insisted
on the LIW not just for their employees but also for their subcontractors :




" ransomed fields and corn.
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Both the Rw:maac: of the financial sectof, s0 as to mn%mwﬁ._& ﬁmﬁwwﬂ.
parties and discourage scandalous speculation, and mxm_m:wxwx a
with new forms of finance, designed to support %%Eﬁﬁﬁ iy
projects, are positive experiences that &::.5.“ .wm ?‘.ﬁrmw S%ﬂoﬂ

and encouraged, highlighting the responsibility of the szmw or ...
This is all the more necessary in these days when financia y
difficulties can become severe for many of the more §H:mma .Mw y
sectors of the population, who should be protected w.aw_; E M ri o
usury and from despair. The weakest meﬁma of society s qhxm
helped to defend themselves against usury, .:5. as waow Mmﬁu e .
should be helped to derive real benefit .xS.E micro-cre it, in S.m

to discourage the exploitation that is possible in these two areas.

Pope Benedict XV1, Caritas in Veritate 65

After a performance by one of the member schools, the next MWM.MM
iti — a financial literacy programm
London Citizens proposals — a . uome o
i i | lending, and a statutory <

schools, investment in mutua Oy e o
i ing — lled out, and more relationships torg |
responsible lending — are spe nd e O et
European parishioner at o . ber |

stage. Agnesa, an east e " L
used to work nig ,
churches in West London Citizens, who shiss
ippli bt she can no longer manag I

shares her story of the crippling de he [anage ate

i j from bailiffs and debt-collection ag
losing her job, and the threats e
i i i fforts to speak to her ban ..
cies which followed her fruitless e : et
t to leave the house, days w. .

“There are days when I do not wan ‘hou gy when |
; i alm, clear voice. ‘But there ¢ 1
n’t want to carry on, she says in a calm, T . omes;
Moﬁﬁm when you have to stand up and say enough is enough’. Zﬂ_
is Agnesa, and I want my life _umnw.. . .
um%Mmeo m_umn cent cap on interest rates is then Eﬁomﬁnwm - g H..m_z_.u_
leaders together reading from Scripture. A nm_udm a ZQMEMMMMMMM MM i
i £ the Muslim Council of Britain, and 43
Salvation Army officer, the head o Cour -
i i from Nehemiah 5:3-13, a story ot ho¥;

tholic monsignor read together . tory: .
MM mmMmEE% of the people shamed usurers, demanding they give back the

No limits? That's right. Payday lenders nrnw.wou £25 a E.Q:S ona
£100 loan; that’s nearly 300% APR. The sky is the limit ww g
‘sub-prime’ lenders who target the 9m people in the UK mmEm
access to credit from banks, mostly in households on very low
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incomes who struggle to cover their families” basic needs. Sub-prime
lending, worth £35bn a year, bleeds the poorest.

The relative silence from faith leaders on this subject is odd. The
financial crash has led to a good deal of hand-wringing about
bonuses and free-market idolatry; some soul-searching has been
spotted at ‘money and moralizy’ meetings behind closed doors at
Lambeth Palace; or between Catholic bishops and financiers at
Schroders Bank, as well as in discussions at St Paul’s Cathedral But
that old Biblical sin called usury has seldom disturbed these
gatherings, despite an explicit injunction in Pope Benedict XVI’s
recent encyclical, where usury is mentioned alongside despair.
Caritas in Veritate is plain on the topic: the poorest members of

society should be protected from loan-sharking, licensed or not, and
have access to microcredit

Usury int modern Britain is a scandal comparable to exploitative
wages in Victorian days: it was argued then that people who freely
enter into a contract should be bound by it. But popes and bishops
said otherwise. A desperate person does not enter into such
arrangements freely; there is such a thing as a Sust wage’ —
sufficient to cover basic needs ~ whatever the market determines. So
it is with debt. Plunging the poor into destitution through usury is
serious sin. Will the bishops re-discover their inner prophet, set their
face against the usurers, and call Jor regulation? Nehemiah had the
idea: ‘And I set a great assentbly against them,”s

E “This is the heart of the evening, begins Dr Maurice Glasman, a Jewish
Fleader from East London, citing the Bible, Aristotle, Adam Smith and
John Maynard Keynes against usury. “The issue that confronts us is that
imoney has become much too powerful in our city,
people that the taxpayer bailout of banks in crisis was
of wealth from the poor to the rich since William th
Organized people can resist the power of money,
down a political limit to how much the rich can
distress” This is the beginning of the first anti
Jears, he continues. “The living wage raises th
owers the ceiling — we’ve got to win this’
b Another London Citizens leader, a Methodist minister in Hammer-
ith, pays tribute to Rabbi Nathan Asmoucha, who Jost his job at Bevis
Marks Synagogue after he allowed London Citizens to meet there for the

he says, reminding
the largest transfer
e Conqueror. ‘Only
he adds. “We've got to lay
exploit the poor in their
~usury campaign in 500
e floor, the interest rate
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launch of their anti-usury campaign. ‘We salute you for the leadership
and courage you have shown, says the Revd Madeleine Andrews, before
introducing a Methodist minister from the US, who presents Rabbi
Asmoucha with a cheque. ‘When we heard that Rabbi Asmoucha had lost
his job, wetookup a collection, she said. ‘God is with you, justice prevails,
says the Revd Carletta Allen in rousing preacher tones, as the hall gets to
its feet to applaud.

‘| wonder if you remember how many people told us it was impossible;
says the next speaker at the podium, the Revd Angus Ritchie, an East End
priest. He is recalling the start of the LLW campaign. ‘But we had faith, we
did our research, and look what we've been able to deliver. With this
campaign, too, we’ve built our power, and here is the research ... Change
must come, Change can come. And now we ask our politicians: are you
going to work with us to make sure change does come?’

One by one, MPs from the three main parties come to the podium to
respond to the five proposals, promising to work with London Citizens,

giving a variety of responses, and being asked by the chair to clarify and
make specific pledges. A series of concessions are extracted, which }
London Citizens leaders will be able to follow up. The work for the next -

year is cut out.

The assembly ends with a huge choir on stage. Another London Citi- ,.
zens campaign is launched. We are more powerful. And 2,000 peopleleave |

the Barbican clapping and swinging their hips. They feel good.

CST and the call to participation

1 ‘[1]t belongs to the laity, without waiting passively for orders and §
directives, to take the initiatives freely and to infuse a Christian spirit

into the mentality, customs, laws and structures of the community ing
which they live’ (OA 48). :

2 ‘It is up to these Christian communities, with the help of the Holy
Spirit, in communijon with the bishops who hold responsibility and

in dialogue with the other Christian brethren and all people o
goodwill, to discern the options and commitments which are called

for in order to bring about the social, political, and econormnic change
seen in many cases to be urgently needed’ (OA 4).

3 ‘Itis necessary that all participate, each according to his position and
role, in promoting the common good. This obligation is inherent

the dignity of the human person ... As far as possible citizens sho 1%
take an active part in public life’ (CCC1913-15). i
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4 . . :
HMWM MMMMM MWHM MM Mwﬁ.z.w for a just ordering of society is proper to the

5 ‘In ﬁ.rw Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and
vm.nnn_ﬁmzon in political life is a moral obligation ... We are nmz_mm to
.E.Em together our principles and our political choices, our values
mu.m our votes, to help build a better world ... moﬁn_.:w their con-
sciences in accord with Catholic teaching, Catholic lay women and
men can become actively involved: running for office; workin
within political parties; communicating their concerns msau vomEObM
to clected officials; and joining diocesan social mission or advocac
n.mgonm, state Catholic conference initiatives, community onmENmu.\
ﬂoa., and other efforts to apply authentic moral teaching in the
EEH square’ (US Conference of Catholic Bishops m.e,..:a.w C
sciences for Faithful Citizenship, 13~16) , e

Focus on Octogesima Adveniens

. @ This 1971 apostolic letter celebrates the eightieth anniversary of

wmmwnux Novarum. H.H was written to Cardinal Maurice Roy, president
o rn e newly established Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace

] 3
who is the document’s main author. Many see Octogesima Adveniens

as Pope Paul VI i ; . . .
E&%E:. responding to the Latin American bishops meeting in

L o 1t is addressed directly to Catholics, urging them to take a greater

H.mmwoummumﬁw for the societies in which they lived. Octogesima Adven-
iens oEE...mmmmmm that action for justice is a personal responsibility of
every Christian, exercised through Christian organisations and Emm,
Ezob”f but working with other Christians and all people of goodwill
Its major o.obﬁccmcb to CST was its insistence that ‘the dignity ow
r:ﬂmw _um.Emm and their ongoing humanisation require a universal
wmn.zn_@mcob in politics broadly understood, specifically in partici
pation in decision-making towards the common good’® P
. The document represents two significant shifts in perspective. Paul
ﬁ urges the Church in each place to analyse for itself the ”.._o&m_
situation, and to develop programmes to improve it - local solutions
to local problems. Second, the document embraces ‘politics’ as a
means of mo._ism questions. A distinctive feature of the munwn:.n& is
Em.mm.%gm_m on action: ‘the need is felt to pass from economics to
politics ... each man feels that in the social and economic fleld, both
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Key points

1

..the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The Pope is here calling
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national and international, the ultimate decision rests with political
power’ (OA46). .

The call to politics in Octogesima Adveniens is essentially a recogni-
tion of the new pluralism which should mark Christian engagement
with the public sphere. Gone is the old model of Catholic Action, in
which lay people act under the orders of their local bishops to defend
the rights of the Church; gone, too, is the suspicion of democratic
politics which was never far from papal pronouncements through §

on Catholics to work with others, in their own right, to change the
world. ‘Tn OA the Catholic layperson was instead urged to claim an
active and independently chosen role in transforming the world in
the direcfion of justice through collaborative action.”
There are also some new themes. One is urbanisation: Paul VI sees
people facing a new loneliness asa result of the anonymity of thecity, §
exacerbated by poverty, indifference and consumerism —anewworld §
of the haves and have-nots —in which exploitation thrives. Anotheris §
the environment: the Pope calls for a new sense of responsibility in the
management of the earth’s resources, in order to provide for all. There §
is also a more explicitassertion of the option for the poor, in which the §
poor are not just recipients of justice, but are called to beits agentstoo. 4

Octogesima Adveniens identifies new social problems: urbanisation, §
discrimination, emigration. He notes the desire for equality and §
participation (OA 22—41), which are ‘two forms of man’s dignity and §
freedomy’ (OA 22). The two are related, in that participation in
decision-making implies a degree of equality, an equality which Paul §
V1 saw as rooted in the dignity of God-created human beings. 3
Paul VI goes on to address the failed promises of ideologies, and theé 3
ambiguous nature of progress, which is often defined in too narrowaj
materialist sense. Christians must address these problems {OA 42-13
forging a politics of the common good, and allowing political action
to express the contemporary demand for greater share in responsibily
ity and decision-making. ¥
Participation goes hand in hand with responsibility: “The quality and
truth of human relations, the degree of participation and responsiz
bility, are no less significant and important for the future of society
than the quantity and variety of the goods produced and consumed)

(0A41).
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4 Octogesima Adveniens also deals with the search for adequate demo-

Mw.wﬂn Boam_m which will allow for ‘a reasonable sharing in responsi-
NN .

_MM and in mm.np.m_o:m and ‘the giving of wider participation in

working out decisions, making choices and putting them into prac-

ticeX This participation, says Paul VI, is ‘the path to (a person’s) -

development’.

mmﬂ&? Paul V1 issues a call to action { QA 48-52) to each Christian
calling on them to consider how best they can participate in action.




